Getting the Best For Your Child
During Parent-Teacher Interviews
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When teachers and parents work together with mutual caring and respect,
children achieve more at school and are happier to be there.

What are parent-teacher interviews?

Parent-teacher interviews are a valuable tool to help vou and
your child's teacher(s) work together for your child's school
success. This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to ask
questions and gather information that will help you encourage
your children to achieve.

Effective and regular two-way comimunication between home
and school through parent-teacher interviews, report cards,
agenda books, telephone calls, Individual Education Plan (IEF)
conferences, team meetings, and parent involvement in the
classroom and school all support this parmership.

Parent-teacher interviews are short face-to-face sessions
between you and vour child’s teacher(s), often only 10-15
minutes, that are formally arranged by the school once or twice
a year. They are usually held outside school hours at the school
and are arranged by appointment. Sometimes the student is
asked to participate.

How are parent-teacher interviews set up?

Schools send a notice home with information on how the
school will be scheduling parent-teacher interviews. Interviews
may be held in the teacher’s classroom, or all interviews may
be scheduled to take place in the gym. If the location of the
mterview is not suitable for the discussion you wish to have,
notify vour child’s teacher so that other arrangements can be
made.

If you are not available at the times the interviews are planned,
talk to your child's teacher so that other arrangements can be
made. When you attend your pareni-teacher interview, be
considerate of others. Be on time and stay within the allocated
time so that others can meet at their scheduled time. If you
need more time to discuss a concem, schedule a further
meeting with your child's teacher.

Parents, teachers, principals, or special education personnel
may also ask to meet at different times during the vyear
depending on what is needed to best support your child.

Why are parent-teacher interviews important?

By attending the interview, you are showing your child that vou
value their learmning and are interested in what they do. You are
also showing wyour child's teacher that you are interested and
prepared to participate in and support your child's learning.

This is your chance to find out how your child is getting along in
school and what is going on in the clagsroom and playground. It
is also the teacher's chance to learn more about your child and
report to you about your child's progress at school.

Parents often remember feelings and fears from their own school
days when they come to their children’s school. Educators now
acknowledge that parents are a primary pariner in education and
have much to contribute to the discussions and decisions of their
child’s progress. So come prepared to be a positive part of your
child’s leaming team.

What questions do you have about your child at
school?

It is useful to think ahead of specific questions and suggestions
on how everyone can best meet vour child’s needs. By sharing
vour questions in advance, the teacher can be prepared to offer
more time or gather more information.

The interview is a time to ask direct questions about your child's
progress based on what you know of their work so far. With this
information, you have a better chance to get involved and help
your child learn.

This is a gnod time to find out from vour child what he or she
enjoys most about school and if they have any concerns. Does
your child seem happy about school?

Are you concermned about a particular area of learning such as
reading, math, or social skills? How is your child getting along
with other children? What are the children working on right now
1 class? Is there anything the teacher feels your child needs extra
help or practice with at home?






